^                                     PSYCHOLOGY OF WOMfiN

menstrual periods and is not bothered by them., She had picked up a considerable
amount of information about sex at school, but until she talked with Dr. T., she
did not know the "straight facts." She grinned and told of going at once to her
sisters and telling them all that Dr. T. had told her. She commented: "T was the
first to know it straight. Just as I am always the first in everything."

She said that her mother had never mentioned sex matters to her and she thinks
this was a mistake. As a matter of fact, Evelyn has always been able to take care of
herself, but if this had not been the case, her mother would have been to blame
had anything evil happened to her because of her ignorance. She thinks that
parents should tell children about sex as soon as they begin to ask questions, but
comments: "I do not know how I would do it if I had to do it, though. I can see
why mother thought it was too hard."

One week later Evelyn appeared happy and contented about her decision to
stay at home. She talked quite sensibly about her parents' current attitude and
said that she knew that the family would not keep on treating her so well, but
they had missed her just as she had missed them, and she thought that in the future
things would go more smoothly.

The story of her life was finished, but she had decided that it was not good
enough to be published. She did not know quite what to do with it and thought she
would tear it up. She neither agreed nor disagreed with the physician's casual
suggestion that she bring it to her to read. Her main interest now is the new baby
and she told again how everyone has decided that it will be a boy and its name is to
be Andrew. She does not know what will happen if it is a girl. She does not like
the name Andrew, but it is a Scotch name and both the parents are Scotch. She
said that she enjoyed reading anything about Scotland and that she would like
to go there some day.

She likes writing very much and her teacher frequently reads her compositions
to the class. The teacher scolds Evelyn because her spelling and punctuation are
poor, but she likes her ideas. That day Evelyn was worried about Elizabeth and
seemed relieved to hear that Elizabeth was still in the foster home and apparently
behaving quite well.

A week later Evelyn presented a neater appearance than usual. Her make-up
was carefully put on. She looked clean and was wearing an attractive sweater and
skirt. Things are going fairly well at home. Her mother was sick Thursday and
Evelyn stayed home from school to help her. The mother asked the other girls to
stay, but each one refused in turn, giving some flimsy excuse. The satisfaction
Evelyn obviously gets from being the dependable one in the family was discussed,
and it was observed that she has always been the one who did things for the mother.
She is very much excited about the baby. Her mother has promised her that she
can take complete charge of the child, and she wants to bring it up her way or not
at all. The twins and Louise are spoiled brats, and she won't have anything like
that with her baby. She told her mother that she wanted to have the final word on
anything relating to the baby and her mother agreed. She is looking up girls*
names and hopes the baby is a girl. She like girls better and thinks a boy would
be spoiled by the whole family..

Evelyn has never mentioned taking $10 from her mother's friend, although
several opportunities have been made for her to bring up the subject. When
asked about it directly she became quite distressed. She wriggled in her chair,
seemed ashamed, and was very reluctant to discuss it. Finally she said: "I guess
maybe everybody has something he is ashamed to remember*'*